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by Project Coordinator Prof. Santa Olga Cacciola

The Conclusion of a Cross-border Collaboration for the
Protection of Mediterranean Crops

The PROMETEO Project, an ambitious strategic initiative of the
University of Catania, has built a bridge between two countries
with different cultures but sharing the same valuable Mediter-
ranean tree crops. This union has created a physical space for
sharing and collaboration, where partners from Sicily and Tuni-
sia have shared innovative technological solutions to common
problems.

Preserving the Mediterranean Arboreal Heritage

The PROMETEO project stands as a tangible example of how cross-border collaboration can preserve the vibrant
fabric of Mediterranean arboriculture. Through joint efforts in the management of phytosanitary emergencies
with a particular focus on citrus, almonds and olives - vital sectors for the agri-food industry - the project embod-
ies a shared vision, sound principles and an accentuated focus on collaboration with agricultural policy actors.

PROMETEO Manifesto: An Imprint for Protection

The PROMETEO Manifesto, produced by the project, is a decisive tool for the protection and preserva-
tion of citrus, almond and olive trees. Thanks to the synergetic action of the cross-border expertise of
the PROMETEO group, a constructive discussion involving experts in the sector was initiated, generating
operational solutions for the protection and sustainability of the main Mediterranean crops in the face of
phytosanitary emergencies.

Innovation and Knowledge Exchange

A distinctive feature of the project was the application of the open scientific method, improving the quality
of services provided by the scientific and educational laboratories in the two countries. The active involve-
ment of associated partners and various stakeholders contributed to the definition of diagnostic protocols
developed in the laboratory and validated in the field on both sides of the border.

Within the physical space created by the project for sharing and collaborating in the field of applied re-
search, i.e. the ‘Laboratory for cross-border knowledge sharing’ set up in Palazzolo Acreide, in the province
of Syracuse, not only was the concrete exchange of knowledge, know-how, techniques and innovative prac-
tices for the protection and preservation of arboriculture encouraged, but also supported a ‘cross-capital-
isation’ action of scientific studies on the subject and of the activities being carried out with similar and
complementary project realities, focused in particular on olive growing and on the most suitable cultiva-
tion techniques to achieve a recognised production quality, as the first step of a more extensive innovative
sharing and capitalisation path, which will continue well beyond the project life.

Illuminating the Mediterranean Future: Vital Exchange between Young Researchers

Sharing, then. After all, the initiative takes its name from Greek mythology. Just as Prometeo, the titan,
gave fire to mankind, so Prometeo, the project, aims to spread knowledge and the results of applied
research among all the operators of the most important typical Mediterranean tree crops, from growers
to technicians, from packers to traders, with a focus on food safety and the exchange of knowledge be-
tween young researchers, who have had the opportunity to attend the workshops set up on both sides
of the project. This path of sharing not only transmits scientific knowledge to the communities involved,
but also directs the vitality of research into the future, with young researchers as guides to progress in
Mediterranean research.

Contribution to the Sustainable Development Goals

Finally, the PROMETEO Project has significantly contributed to several of the 17 Sustainable Development
Goals of the 2030 Agenda. From ensuring health and well-being for all, to promoting quality, equitable
and inclusive education, to reducing inequalities and supporting sustainable patterns of production and
consumption. The project fits perfectly with the global vision of an equitable and sustainable develop-
ment based on the use of green products for the control of quarantine or emerging diseases, indirectly
contributing to initiatives aimed at countering the effects of climate change

In conclusion, the PROMETEO project remains an inspiring example of how cross-border collabora-
tion, knowledge sharing and innovation can shape a sustainable future for Mediterranean crops and
the communities involved.
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The Prometeo Final Event

On 14 and 15 November 2023, the closing seminar of the Prometeo Project was held in Tunis, entitled
‘Tackling phytosanitary emergencies: the PROMETEO Manifesto as a decisive tool for the treatment of
citrus, almond and olive trees’, with the participation of all Tunisian and Italian project partners.

The closing ceremony was an opportunity to present the project’s main results and indicators of achieve-
ment, where each partner presented the activities carried out and the impact of PROMETEO on their
institutions.

Two round tables were held during the ceremony. The first one was dedicated to the discussion on syn-
ergies for the sustainability and protection of Mediterranean cultures, with an exchange of ideas on the
drafting of the Final Manifesto of the Prometeo project, while the second one was devoted to the sustain-
ability modalities and perspectives of the PROMETEO cross-border partnership, with the participation of
the associated partners and various stakeholders.

The second day of the event was dedicated to a visit to the University of Tunis and to the Technology
Platform of the Mycology, Pathology and Biomarkers Laboratory, which was set up as part of the research
activities of the Prometeo project.
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The Prometeo Research Laboratories

As part of the research activities of the Prometeo project, three research laboratories were inaugurated at
the Universities of Tunis and Catania.

On 27 October 2023, the Technology Platform of the Mycology, Pathology and Biomarkers Laboratory was
inaugurated on the premises of the LMPB at the Department of Biology of the Faculty of Science in Tunis.

This state-of-the-art laboratory features real-time PCR (05 colours), Scan Drop, Mulch Homogeniser for
DNA extraction, UV/VISIBLE Monochromator Microplate with spectral scanning and other high-tech
equipment.
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In December 2023, the two Prometeo research laboratories of the University of Catania were inaugurated
at the Department of Agriculture, Food and Environment (Di3A) and the Department of Chemical Sci-
ences (DSC), respectively.

In particular, at the Plant and Molecular Pathology Laboratory of the Di3A Department, a technological
platform dedicated to the development and validation of diagnostic protocols for the three Mediterra-
nean crops covered by Prometeo (almond, olive and citrus), while at the DSC Department, the Materials
Science laboratory was enriched with a secondary ion mass spectrometer equipped with the functions
required to analyse samples of typical Mediterranean crop products and to carry out experimental proto-
cols for the characterisation of materials used in modern agriculture and the food industry.
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Field validation of scientific protocols

The Prometeo project, through research activities conducted in the laboratories of the Uni-
versities of Catania and Tunis, led to the development and publication of no less than 15 sci-
entific protocols in Plant Pathology, Entomology and Materials Science for the diagnosis of
plant diseases and the protection of typical Mediterranean tree crops such as citrus, almond
and olive trees.

The protocols have been published in previous Newsletters; in these last months of activity,
all protocols have been validated through experimental field trials conducted by project
partners and associates, as part of the Prometeo project activities.

Below are some photographs of the experimental field activities.

Validation of scientific protocols on olive trees

Validation of scientific protocols on citrus fruits

Validation of scientific protocols on almond trees
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The Prometeo Hall in Palazzolo Acreide

On Monday, 11 December 2023, the Sala Prometeo (Prometeo Hall) of the Palazzolo Acreide
Municipality was officially inaugurated. This room was converted from the old library room and
is used for the research and communication activities of the Prometeo Project.

In the presence of the Mayor of the Municipality of Palazzolo Acreide Dr. Salvatore Gallo and
the Prometeo Project Coordinator Prof. Santa Olga Cacciola, as well as the local authorities and
the partners and associates of the Prometeo project, a completely renovated and refurbished
meeting room was placed at the disposal of the scientific community and citizenship. The hall
will be permanently dedicated to the activities and events that will be organised within the
framework of the initiatives of the bilateral cross-border cooperation programme, co-financed
by the European Union, with the aim of promoting fair, equitable and sustainable economic,
social and territorial development in order to foster cross-border integration and enhance the
territories and resources of the two participating countries.

Photos of the room at the start of the Prometeo project

Photos of the Prometeo Hall today
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The Prometeo Manifesto

During the final event of the Prometeo project, held in Tunis on 14 and 15 November 2023, the Prometeo
Manifesto was published, a manifesto for the exchange of innovative solutions that represents a testa-

ment to cross-border collaboration between Sicily and Tunisia to preserve the vibrant fabric of Mediter-
ranean arboriculture.
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General mformaton on PROMETEQ

Main beneficiary
BP-PP1: Universita degli Studi di Catania (UNICT)

Partners
PP2: Université de Tunis El Manar (UTM)
PP3: Centre Technique des Agrumes (CTA)

PP4: Institut National de la Recherche Agronomique de Tunisie (INRAT)
PP5: Agence Nationale de Promotion de la Recherche scientifique (ANPR)
PP6: Comune di Palazzolo Acreide (PALAZZOLO)

PP7: Centro di Ricerca per I'lnnovazione e Diffusione della conoscenza (CERID)
PP8: Expergreen S.R.L. (EXPERGREEN)

PROMETEO PROJECT IN NUMBERS PROMETEO PROJECT ACTIVITIES

Duration 24 months || Number of dissemination
Project start-up 29/10/2021
Date of completion 1512/2023 || Involved participants

events and thematic meetings

N. of project Partners 8 || Project website
Overall budget 1.459.103,08 €
EU Contribution 1.291.659,13 €

Social media channels

OUR CONTACTS

Project website: https://www.prometeo-italietunisie.eu

E-mail address: info@prometeo-italietunisie.eu

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Prometeo.ltalieTunisie
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/prometeo_italietunisie/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/prometeo_ltaTun

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/@prometeoitalietunisie4919

This document has been created and maintained with the financial support of the European Union
in the framework of the ENI Cross-Border Cooperation (CBC) Programme “Italy-Tunisia” 2014-2020.
Its content is the sole responsibility of CERID and does not necessarily reflect the views of the Europe-
an Union and/or the Managing Authority.
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